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AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION 

Please replace paragraph [001 16] with the following amended paragraph: 

[001 16] The proximal portion 38 of support stent 32 is snuggly fit or fastened to the 
proximal portion of valve assembly 20 so that any flow is only into inlet 22. In the particular 
embodiment depicted, the proximal portion of the valve assembly 20 is rolled over the support 
stent 32 at the inlet 22, thereby forming a rolled-up sleeve-like portion 21 that prevents leakage, 
Optionally the radial sections 23 of each leaflet 26 are [[is]] closed by stitching, gluing or other 
means to narrow outlet 24 while leaving the slack portions 25 free . The distal portion 42 of 
support stent 32 is narrower than proximal portion 38. The combination of the effect on flow 
characteristics due to the narrowing of support stent 32 and the narrowing of outlet 24 is 
sufficient to engender the desired effect or flow characteristics, namely, non-laminar retrograde 
flow that will assist in the closing of leaflets 26. 


6727_l.DOC 


2 


